6     POLITICAL AND RELIGIOUS  CONDITION
Lastly, on the north-east, lay the districts of Balanced,
Gaulanitis, and Trachonitis, between the upper Jordan and the
Syrian desert, which were all grouped under the rule of a third
Herod, Philip. These areas contained Jewish colonies, but were
not th'emselves really Jewish. Philip, a prince with definite
Hellenistic leanings, was even able to have a coinage struck
with his image, which he would not have dared to do if the
Jewish element had been dominant in his states.
Moreover, the inhabitants of Palestine were far from being
all Israelites. Apart from the various not inconsiderable Semitic
elements, Arabs to the south, and Phoenicians towards the
coast, numbers of Greeks had landed at seaboard towns, such
as Berytus, Tyre, Sidon, Ptolemai's, Csesarea and Joppa, or had
come south from the Hellenized parts of Syria in the days of
the Seleucids, and had settled in different parts of the country.
But although they were well received by the Herodian princes,
they did not find Judaea or the neighbouring states very attrac-
tive, apart from the coast towns. They got no sympathy or
encouragement from the genuinely Jewish population, which
was too dense to allow them a really comfortable existence in its
midst. Nor could this lean and barren land offer either resources
for their enterprise, or an adequate means of livelihood. On
the other hand they formed large settlements in Galilee, espec-
ially in the busy and flourishing towns of Bethsaida, Capernaum,
and Magdala, on the shores of the Lake of Gennesaret; and a
little later they colonized Tiberias. Already they had peopled
Persea, especially its northern section known as the Decapolis,
or the Ten Cities, south-east of the Lake, where they had
enjoyed special privileges from Rome ever since 63 b.c. ; and
finally, they had formed important settlements in Philip's
Tetrarchy, through which ran the roads connecting Damascus
with the coast.
It is necessary to get a clear idea of these countries of
Palestine, since they not only constitute the setting of the
Gospel story, but they give us its atmosphere, and throw its
incidents into such clear relief that they have even been called
the Fifth Gospel1
1 There is a bibliography of this subject in LXXV, i, section 2 b, and
in P.-M. Abel, Geographic de la Palestine, i.—Smith, Historical Geography
of the Holy Land (4th edit.), New York, 1907 ff. ; M. Bruckner, Das
Ftinfte Evangelium, das heilige Land, Tubingen, 1910 ; C. Foster Kent,
Biblical Geography and History, London, 1911, especially chaps, xxiii and
xxiv ; Ph. J. Baldensperger, The Immovable East, London, 1913 ; V.
Schvoebel, Die Landesnatur Paldstinas, erster Teil, Leipzig, 1914 ; G.
Dalman, Les itineraires de Jesus, Paris, 1930. A good deal of interest
will be found in Fr, Robert Koeppel, S. J., Paldstina. Die Landschaft in

